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December 8, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

Paul, Romans and the Law
Many who read the word of God do so in a superficial manner, in other words they surface read and do not penetrate the real meaning of the verse or verses and thereby make misapplications of what they are reading. We are admonished or instructed by Paul in 2 Timothy 2:15 to  “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” The word study means to apply the mind to the reading and examining for the purpose of learning and understanding.

So our friends in the Sunday-keeping churches are not so inclined to be looking for verses that uphold the Ten Commandment law of God when confronted with the 4th commandment, rather they look for verses that may discredit the moral law so as to justify their position on the counterfeit Sabbath they uphold.
Now let us read two scriptures first, so as to make it clear as to what our position is in regards to those eternal Ten Commandments. First, James 2:10-12 “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is guilty of all.  For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.  So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.” 
Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this [is] the whole [duty] of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether [it be] good, or whether [it be] evil.”


In reading the book of Romans, and Paul’s other epistles, it is important to note that Paul will use the word law when speaking of God’s great moral law which cannot be changed, and is His great standard in the judgment; and also he will us the word law when referring to the ceremonial law that was nailed to the cross when the shadow met substance. It is therefore necessary to differentiate between those two to determine which law he was speaking of; and in order to do that, one needs to read the context. The context means the parts of a discourse which precede and follow the sentence or passage of scripture that is being quoted. For example, if Paul is speaking of circumcision or the feast days, then he is speaking of the ceremonial law of Moses. If he quotes any of the Ten Commandments, it is the changeless Law of God. The Holy Spirit had inspired all the writers of the Bible and He does not contradict Himself. 

In the preceding texts from James which we quoted, it is clear that to break one commandment of the ten, is to break them all. Solomon in Ecclesiastes was inspired to write that keeping the Ten Commandments is the whole duty of man, then the reason is given, that being the fact that in the judgment, it is God’s great standard that will judge every man. 
Turn to 2 Peter 3:15, 16 “And account [that] the longsuffering of our Lord [is] salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  

  3:16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as [they do] also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.” Now the word “wrest” means to twist the meaning or distort the truth from its natural meaning, so as to arrive at a perverted understanding. So Peter is stating that those who are unlearned could easily misinterpret the scriptures Paul wrote and wrongly apply the meaning. Many times Paul uses the word law when speaking of the Ten Commandments, and also when speaking of the Law of Moses regarding ceremonies and sacrifices, which were nailed to the cross.

Now we need to go through Paul’s many references to the law in the book of Romans to gain the right understanding as well as to point out where distortions are derived. 
Romans 2:12, 13 “For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law:” stop right there. If Paul wrote nothing else, verse 12 makes it clear that the carnal man who has no interest in Christ or the Ten Commandments will perish in the second death. Going on, “… and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;” Now Paul switches to the responsibility of the Christian saying that every Christian will be judged by the moral law. Now verse 13 (For not the hearers of the law [are] just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.” 


Verse 13 says hearers who do not keep the law will not be justified, whereas the doers of God’s Ten Commandments will be justified.

Romans 2:14, “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:” The word Gentile in Scripture, generally refers to one who is neither Jew nor Christian. In this case specifically it means a heathen. They have no familiarity with the written law, however are guided by conscience, as verse 15 makes plain, “Which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and [their] thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)” 
In the New Covenant, the Ten Commandment Law is written in the heart. Hebrews 8:10 “For this [is] the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:” 1 John 3:20 “For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.” This applies to all of humanity and is why there will be people in heaven who never heard of Jesus, but lived very moral lives and would not yield to temptations to do wrong. But those who are familiar with God’s great law of the Ten Commandments are double duty bound. 

Romans 2:18 “And knowest [his] (what?) will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law;” What did David write in Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law [is] within my heart.” Our keeping God’s law is His will.
Romans 2:21, “Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal?” Which law does context show we are talking? Yes, the Ten Commandments as the 8th is here quoted.

Romans 2:22, “Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?” Which law has Paul quoted here? It is God’s law and specifically  the 7th and 2nd commandments. 
Turn to Romans 2:25-29 “For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law:” Stop right there. The Jews attached great importance to the right of circumcision, as though the mere outward ceremony guaranteed special favor with God. God had instituted this rite as a sign of His covenant with Abraham and his descendants (Gen. 17:9-14). Circumcision could have been a blessing to the Jews, but since they had so largely failed to live up to the essential requirements of the covenant, circumcision had become nothing more than an empty form. Going on, “… but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. Therefore if the uncircumcision (which are the non-Jewish Christians) keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision? And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law? For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither [is that] circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he [is] a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision [is that] of the heart, in the spirit, [and] not in the letter; whose praise [is] not of men, but of God.” 
So, circumcision being a requirement under the ceremonial Law of Moses, In these verses we just read, Paul is calling the circumcision the Jews and the uncircumcision the Gentiles. He is saying if the Jew breaks the commandments his religion is worthless, however if the Gentile keeps the law, he is fulfilling the requirement. The real Jew is not a literal Jew, rather he is a spiritual Jew and circumcision is not of the flesh, but of the (what?) heart.
Romans 3:10 “There is none righteous, no, not one:” Romans 3:23   “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”

Romans 3:19, 20 “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law [is] the knowledge of sin.” In verse 19, the words “under the law” means that any person who is willfully keeping the Ten Commandments is not under the curse of the law, which we read in  Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin [is] death;” The curse is the payment for unforgiven, unrepented sin, and that is the second death. That’s what it means to be under the law. Paul states the whole purpose of the law; “…for by the law [is] the knowledge of sin.” By looking into the law, it tells us if we are spiritually dirty and in need of a cleansing, but the law can do nothing to clean us up. We need the blood of Jesus. John actually defines what sin is in 1 John 3:4, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” That is the Bible’s clearest definition as to what sin is.
In Romans 3:27, 28 Paul brings out a very important point, “Where [is] boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” The point he is making is that to attempt to earn salvation by your own works is faith-less religion. We are saved by faith in what Jesus did for us, which is why we love Him so much we keep His commandments; not to be saved, but because we are in a saved condition.
Then Paul concludes with verse 31 that says, “Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.” Which law is Paul speaking about? The Ten Commandments as context has shown us. He never wrote anything suggesting that that law was abrogated, repealed or abolished. It is never faith vs. the law, it is always faith and the law.

In Romans 4:15 Paul says, “Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, [there is] no transgression.” Paul suggests that if the law of Ten Commandments were done away with, there would be no transgression. Romans 5:13 says, “…sin is not imputed when there is no law.” If there is no transgression (sin), there is no need of a Savior. Jesus died because of broken law. Everyone from Adam to the cross, and from the cross to our day, is saved by the same method; all are saved by grace through faith.
In Romans 5:12 “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, (that was Adam) and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:” Because of Adam’s transgression, the first death must pass on all who have not been or will not be translated. That would include Enoch, Elijah and the living redeemed at Our Lord’s coming.
In Romans 5:19, 20 “For as by one man's disobedience (Adam) many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one (Jesus Christ) shall many be made righteous.  Moreover the law entered, (This is when the Ten Commandments were given at Sinai) that the offence might abound. Because of man’s inherited and cultivated tendencies to evil, the giving of the law had the effect of multiplying transgression because it prohibited certain sinful acts which up to that time, had not been recognized as evil. The scripture continues, But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:” 
Grace does not remove the requirement to be obedient to God’s Law as we read in Romans 6:1, 2 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” Romans 6:7 “For he that is dead is freed from sin.” The old carnal man dies to willful transgression and is no longer a servant of sin. He becomes a partaker of the Divine nature and receives the imputed righteousness of Jesus’ life to His record (justified) and daily receives the imparted power to refrain from sin (sanctified). So long as he keeps from sinning he is under grace. The one who chooses to keep on sinning is no longer under grace; rather they are under the law, which is the condemnation or curse, the second death. Is that clear?
Romans 6:14, 15 Paul emphasizes what he has been saying all along, “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.  What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.”

A slave is one who is not one with choice. A servant is one who can choose. Paul makes it clear that we can choose to be either a slave of sin or a servant of righteousness as in Romans 6:16, 18 “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”
In Romans 6:22, 23 Paul gives the results of which servant you choose to be. “But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  For the wages of sin [is] death; (second death) but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Only the redeemed live eternally, the transgressors die the second death. John 3:16 states this principle, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not (what?) perish, (the lost perish in the second death – they are not burning eternally, while the redeemed live eternally) but have everlasting life.”

Romans 7:7 “What shall we say then? [is] the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” Once again Paul states the one purpose of the Ten Commandment law. To show us we have sinned. It is like a spiritual mirror that we look into to see our spiritual dirtiness.

Paul never states in any writings that the Ten Commandment law has been removed from obligation. He does state in Colossians that the Law of Moses pertaining to ceremony and sacrifice was nailed to the cross. Here is what Paul says about the Ten Commandment moral Law of God, Romans 7:12, “Wherefore the law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.”  Paul therefore agrees with David, who wrote in Psalm 119:172 “My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments [are] righteousness.”

Paul now explains in Romans 8:4-6, a principle many fail to understand. ‘That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded [is] death; but to be spiritually minded [is] life and peace.’ So those who are of the “once saved, always saved mindset, believe they can go on sinning until Jesus comes, and then they will be made righteous, are under one of the worst  delusions. They are not walking after the Spirit, but they continue to walk after the flesh. They do not respond to the Holy Spirit’s promptings. They continue in bondage to sin, with the deceived belief that they are saved. They believe in Justification alone, but because they continue in sin, they are still carnally minded.
In Romans 8:7 Paul states clearly, “Because the carnal mind [is] enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” Just as there is no such thing as a square circle, there is no such thing as a carnal Christian. 
Romans 8:8 Paul says, “So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” 
And this agrees with Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all [things], and desperately wicked: who can know it?” It is impossible for a carnal man to please God. So who can please God and by what method?

1 John 3:22 “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we (what do we do?) keep his commandments, and do (what?)  those things that are pleasing in his sight.”
One of the problems in the Evangelical world is their flawed conception of SDA’s. They literally believe that we are in bondage in that we keep what they call the old law. They use Romans 8:15 “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” 
There are three ways to be under bondage pertaining to the law: 
#1. Be totally a worldly person with no regard for the commandments of God, thereby being ignorant of the fact that you are in bondage and will suffer the wages of sin which is the second death. 

#2. As a Christian, you would believe that you are not obligated to keep the commandments as a condition of salvation. Such thinking believes that commandment-keeping is a grievous drudgery, where John says in 1 John 5:3 “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.”
#3. Commandment-keeping is a burden to those who legalistically keep the commandments in order to be saved. It is all a personal effort to try to be good enough in order to merit salvation, but this is totally salvation by works and never works. Good works will be the evidence of a transformed life in a saved condition, but never the vehicle to attain to salvation. 
Now let’s look at the context of Romans 8:1-4 “8:1 [There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  It is all Jesus and what He has done and not what we can do.
  8:2   For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.  
  8:3   For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  

  8:4   That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

It is in becoming a partaker of the Divine nature, that we receive the Holy Spirit power to keep the commandments and resist all the temptations and snares of the devil. This is what it means to be walking after the Spirit. This is receiving the righteousness of Christ by faith. 
Some will read Romans 10:4 and say there is the proof that Jesus put an end to the Ten Commandment Law of God. Let’s read the verse. “For Christ [is] the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” But let us also read verse 3, “For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”
Paul makes it very clear in verse 4 that Christ puts an end to legalism, the attempt to be righteous by keeping the commandments, or as verse three says going about to establish their own righteousness. Such was the sad case with the Pharisees.

At no point does Paul ever state that God’s Ten Commandments have been discarded. In Romans 13:8, 9 he quotes the 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th commandments, and then in verse 10 he shows that love is the motivation for keeping the law. 
“13:8   Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  

  13:9   For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if [there be] any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  

  13:10   Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love [is] the fulfilling of the law.”

Paul summarizes them as the second great commandment Jesus gave in Matthew 22:39, 40 “And the second [is] like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Jesus never said the two commandments, love God and love your neighbor, were replacing the ten. He was saying these were the two divisions of the ten, with the first 4 as your duty to God, and the last six as your duty to humanity.
In Romans 14 Paul switches the subject to the disputing that was going on regarding the ceremonial law, as it pertained to the annual ceremonial Sabbaths. The Jewish Christians strongly believed that it was necessary to continue to keep the 7 annual feast days, while the Gentile Christians, properly taught by Paul, correctly believed all laws regarding sacrifice and ceremony were nailed to the cross. Many Christians today believe that Paul was speaking about the weekly Sabbath in verses 5 & 6 which we will now read. “One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day [alike]. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.  He that regardeth the day, regardeth [it] unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard [it].”

A careful study of the context reveals that there is division between the two groups over dietary habits and keeping the feast days. The problem to the Christian is when they start judging their brothers and sisters for not keeping certain perceived requirements exactly as they do. But in no way was Paul talking about God’s Holy Sabbath day, as there was no dispute between the brethren, for all kept the Sabbath day according to the commandment. The problem is in judging brethren, which is God’s responsibility alone.
Paul says in Romans 14:10 “But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” Paul is saying, surely you do not want the sin of judging on your record when you face the judgment
Whether it is judging a brother or sister for any reason, or whether we engage in complaining or finding fault in others, we must recognize that such behavior is not of Christ and could condemn us. I close with this statement from the S.O.P

If you have been in the habit of murmuring, complaining, and finding fault, you must cease, for you are showing the Satanic side of your character. If you neglect your own soul, and begin to find fault and pick flaws in others, you are doing Satan's work. But if you are talking of the love of Jesus, and are trying to bless those around you with your influence, you are a blessing and not a curse, you are bringing yourself into close relationship to Jesus. {RH 8-05-1890.4}  You will find this quote on the bulletin board. Let us pray.
